
Rewards Day Goes Down a Treat 
As a thank you for their consistent hard work over the past year, a 

range of events and activities were put on to reward our students 

for their efforts. 

Years 7 and 10 got the opportunity to let off steam with a variety of 

outdoor activities including: ‘zorbing’, which is bouncing around in-

side a giant balloon; human table football, a laser maze, a human 

wrecking ball, penalty shoot outs, plus a whole range of other activi-

ties. In addition, catering staff put on a barbeque and everyone had a 

well deserved picnic in the sunshine.   

Meanwhile, Year 8 and 9 students spent the day enjoying the rides 

and attractions at Alton Towers on a trip arranged by Miss Hulme 

and Mr Haigh. 

In this edition: 

 

 Rewards Day 

 Olympic Theme Cur-

riculum Day 

 Summer Concerts 

 Year 11 Prom 

 Year 7 Castle Compe-

tion 

 Sports Day—2011 

 Year 8 Graduation 

 New Plant Beds 

 Barcelona Trip 

 School Calendar 

 Uniform 

 Holiday Drop-in 

 Farewells 

 

July 2011 Edition 

A team from Mr Hall’s form group getting ready for their 
presentation. 

For our final Curriculum Day this year the Humanities, Mod-

ern Foreign Languages and Technology Departments teamed 

up to put together a range of activities to explore the Olym-

pic Games which are being hosted in London next year. 

Groups of students were each given a country which partici-

pates in the Olympic Games and were asked to explore its 

language, culture, history and sporting achievements. They 

were then asked to use this research to design a range of pro-

motional products for that country for the next Olympic 

Games: this included a logo, a mascot, sports kit and a special 

flag. 

At the end of the day, each group had to give a presentation 

to their class about the work they had done, what they had 

discovered and the products they had designed. 
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Totally ‘abzorbed’ 

Staff and students at Alton Towers Staff and students sit down together to enjoy the BBQ and picnic 
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The end of term saw students from St Catherine’s take part in 

two shows: the school Summer Concert and the North Halifax 

Federation Show. 

The Summer Concert, as usual, showcased a variety of singing, 

dancing and musical talent from across all year groups and includ-

ed a set from the staff band ‘Ryan’.    

A week later, the whole school choir performed the Blues Broth-

ers ‘Everybody Needs Somebody’ to great acclaim at the North 

Halifax Federation Show.  

Year 7 Castle Competition 
Year 7 History students recently completed their summer project 

on "The Development of Medieval Castles" where students were 

asked to present a written project, whilst an optional task encour-

aged the building of castle models.  

Many students embraced the idea and a huge range of castles of all 

shapes and sizes now proudly guard the school reception area. As 

last year, all castle models were entered into a Castle-Off competi-

tion which was  judged by Humanities staff  with the final decision 

given to Mr Brown, Progress and Learning Manager for Year 7.   

The lucky winners of WH Smith vouchers are: in third place, Katie 

O’Shea, for  a brilliant Stone Keep castle replete with chessboard, 

siege weaponry and stables; in second place, a joint effort and a 

wonderfully designed and labelled early Norman Motte and Bailey 

design, by Ellie Varley and Libbie Shaw. The top spot, and humung-

ous congratulations, goes to Rebecca Hulston for another fantastic 

Motte and Bailey 

castle with ultra-

realistic thatching 

and motte.   

Special mention 

must go to all those 

who submitted fan-

tastic castle models 

and written projects, 

and particularly to 

Alex Foster of 7TA 

who has only very 

recently joined us and threw himself into the project with enormous 

enthusiasm.  So well done Year 7: the Humanities Department very 

much look forward to more amazing projects from you in Year 8! 

Mr Brown, Year 7 Progress and Learning Man-
age with winner Becky Hulston 7TA  

All dressed up for the Prom -  Year 11s looking smart 

After a fantastically successful year in the classroom, Year 11 ended 
their time at St Catherine’s with an amazing prom at the Sandal Farm 
Restaurant in Thornton. 

The well dressed students, along with many of the staff, turned up to 
ensure that their last outing to-
gether as a year group went off in 
true style. Some even arrived in a 
horse drawn carriage whilst others 
arrived in limousines. 

After the meal, the students and 
teachers let their hair down and 
danced the evening away.  

The Prom King and Queen this year 
were Beth Ashworth and Jack Mac-
kay (pictured). 

The Whole School Choir perform a song from ‘The Blues Brothers’ 

Summer Concerts 

Year 11 Prom 

Notice: Parents will be receiving information towards the end of the summer break on the school’s IT 

Acceptable Use Policy which they will need to read, sign and return to school  
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St Catherine’s enjoyed a day of sport on the 14 July. During 
the morning, form groups competed at dodgeball, football 
and rounders. 9BS and 10TA proved themselves particularly 
adept at dodging,  dipping, ducking  and  diving  and were 
unbeaten on the court.  

Alongside this carousel of team sports, individual events in 
track and field took place on the top field.  

The whole school congregated after lunch for the sprints on 
the track. Jonathan Tindall took gold in the Year 10 boys’ 100m 
in a rapid 12.38 seconds, but his time was eclipsed by Sam 
Hillhouse who ran 12 seconds dead in the Year 9 100m!  

Joe Hopkinson (Year 10) added to his 1500m title by winning 
the 200m and he also led his team home in the 4x100 relay, 
closely followed by Zack McComb in both events.  

Shannon Dollard (Year 10) and Chloe Everett (Year 8) complet-
ed girls’ 100m and 200m doubles, and Holly-May Crawshaw 
(Year 9) ran 13.92s to win the 100m to add to her 1500m and 
Year 9 girls’ 4 x 100 relay titles.  Kayleigh Jackson pipped Ellie 
Smith on the line in a photo finish to the Year 8 girls’ 300m.  In 
Year 7, Maisie Rose won the 1500m by over a minute and Tom 
McGregor ran an extremely quick 400m.  

All students gave 100% and there was a great atmosphere 
throughout the  day. JB accumulated the most points in three 
year groups (10, 9 and 8), with MG winning the battle of the 
forms in Year 7. Well done to JB, and to all for competing 
whole-heartedly and for cheering others on so well. 

Sports Day 2011 

Our first ever Year 8 Gradua-
tion Ceremony was held on 
Friday 15 July and was a great 
success.  

The event marks the transi-
tion from Key Stage 3 courses 
to Key Stage 4. In order to 
graduate, students had to 
meet a number of criteria 
based on attendance and 
effort. Nearly all the year 
group met these criteria and 
received graduation certifi-
cates. Other awards went to 
individual students for 98+% 
and 100% attendance.  8TA 
won the form prize for most 
net achievement points.  

Mr Haigh planned and hosted 
the event in his own inimita-
ble way, whilst Mrs Sheard spoke to the students in congratulatory 
terms and urged them to continue their efforts next year on their GCSE 
courses. Mr Malcolm Green, one of our governors, gave an inspirational 
speech, recounting his time at school in Zimbabwe, and letting the stu-
dents know how lucky they are these days.  

Year 8 Graduation 

Year 10 Boys’ 100 and 200m Sprint 

Year 8 Girls’ 4 x 100m Relay 

School Governor, Mr Malcolm Green hand-

ing out graduation certificates 

Sports Day 2011 

Year 8 Graduation New Plant Beds 

Students have been 
making improve-
ments to the school 
environment recent-
ly by digging and 
planting their own 
flower beds. 

 

Visitors to the school can now see a much improved area at 
the entrance to the school where a once plain and grassy 
knoll has now turned into something more colourful and 
spectacular to look at. Thanks to all the students involved. 

Want to go to Barcelona?  

St Catherine’s is planning a trip to Catalonia in April next year. 
We’ll be visiting the main sights of Barcelona, including the 
famous Sagrada Familia Cathedral, Nou Camp Football Stadi-
um and Port Aventura Theme Park. You will have the oppor-
tunity to practise and improve your Spanish, as well as get to 
know another culture and even another cuisine on a tapas 
tasting evening!  For more Information please see Miss 
Conroy. 



School Calendar 
21 July     School closes 

25 August   GCSE Results Day  

5 Sept  School opens for  
  all students 
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As mentioned in our last newsletter - 
there will be no change to the uniform 
in September. This means that from 
September, the school blazer will be 
compulsory for all students in Years 7 to 
10 and optional for Year 11s. 

The school uniform can be obtained 
from Shaw Hardcastle in The Old Arcade 
entrance to the Borough Market, in Hali-
fax (Tel -01422 353949).  

No Change to School Uniform 

for 2011 – 2012 

Mr Brewster was the first IT teacher ever employed at the school. He’s 
been teaching here for 22 years and has seen technology progress a 
great deal since he first used a Spectrum computer in the classroom. 
Besides teaching, Mr Brewster  is also the ATL representative. Having 
recently become a grandfather, Mr Brewster will no doubt be spending 
much of his retirement with the grand kids. 

Mr Sharman has been teaching RE at the school since 1991 and has spent 
many of those years as Head of Department.  From being splattered in 
the face in ‘Bugsy Malone’ to visiting Lourdes, Mr Sharman has always 
played big a part in all aspects of school life—especially in liturgical 
events.  

Mrs Brooksbank has taught in the Modern Foreign Languages Depart-
ment for a decade. She has also made a large contribution out of the 
classroom: organising trips abroad, playing piano in school events, being 
the NUT representative and being in charge of tea and coffee!  She has 
also been a tireless supporter of the school’s Catholic ethos.  

Mr Brown has taught at St Catherine’s for 6 years as a member of the 
Science Department and for the last two years he has also been a Pro-
gress and Leaning Manager for our current  Year 11s. In September he 
begins a new post as second in the Science Department at Thornton 
Grammar School in Bradford. 

We are also saying good bye to two teachers who are 
part of the current staff band, ‘Ryan’. Mr Hall and 
Miss Lane, both who have taught here for 3 years. Mr 
Hall teaches English whilst Miss Lane teaches Tech-
nology and Art.  

Miss Whitaker joined the Science Department in September 2009 and has 
been teaching at St Catherine’s for two years. She intends to relocate to 
Oxfordshire after the end of term. 

Ms Pearce and Mr Buckingham have been highly valued 
members of the Learning Support Team working both in 
and out of class for the last two years, supporting students 
with special needs. Ms Pearce will be taking up a  new role 
at The Crossley Heath School. 

Maths teachers, Mr Smith and Mr Karim, 
and Geography teacher, Ms Watkins, all of 
whom joined us in September 2010, will 
also be leaving at the end of term.  We wish 
them the best of luck in the future. 

Also leaving St Catherine’s this year is our Parent Liaison Office, Mrs 
Wall. Since arriving 18 months ago, Mrs Wall has made a very valuable 
contribution to the work St Catherine’s does with parents. She has also 
had much success working with community groups to improve inclusion. 

Mrs McCallion has been the School’s Sports Co-ordinator for the past 8 
years. Her involvement at school  has allowed St Catherine’s to strength-
en its links with other schools and sporting organisations, and in doing so, 
given many of our students, including many with special needs, sporting 
opportunities that they otherwise would not have been able to have. 

GCSE Results Day  
Results will be available for  all stu-
dents in Years 9, 10 and 11 on 25 Au-
gust from 10:30 am – 12:00 pm in the 
Learning Resource Centre. Par-
ents/carers are welcome to come 
along. Refreshments will be available. 

Holiday Drop In 

If you feel you need advice and support  
during the six week holidays, we will be 
offering a drop in service every Tuesday 
during the holidays between  9.00 am 
and 12.30 pm. 

If you wish to attend please contact Dun-
can Thorpe, in advance or on the day,  at 
admin.dte@scchs.co.uk or phone 01422 
245411. We can arrange for outside 
agencies to be available . 

Farewells 


